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1.,, The 11 li v;ac he 1.0. by a number to nave B^rv^fi 0. ucefui pur- 
pose In the Cuban affair* with emphasis on its seri'lcs 
a;?, a c ha wne 1 of iaoa.laU.ozi; Ikwever, sevona.1 UU critics 
suCftosfceii that the UII viao powerless* or useless, la till 3 

CclSO o 

2,- ilnUKiHoador Stevenson's handling of fcho Cuban crisis was 
hirnly praisoch- 

3= The desire for progress fcoward a nuclear boot ban ?.fjreo--> 
menu continues strong? bub the conviction that verifica- 
tion 5b esoentisl may have been Intensified, uy the Cuban 
crj.i5.Ui ( . xnoriencs-o 


PUBLIC OPINION STUPES STAFF » BUREAU OF PU8UC AFFAIRS 
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Till: REXATIOil OP THE UN TO THE CUBAN CRISIS 

Tjgr majority ..yl-^r.ygflccuccl^ .in comniert p.n,. thp, role.. r (?.f ri ..vhe, 

if! in-. tlVlrb. A/a-I J22.ui'T-.i?^J%?;J I £iiTi;l ° * • one ve r 7 ~ s eTc r a 1~ c r i t i c s ' o f "the 
Uii seemed to feel thai; it served 210 useful purpose, or possibly 
tended to make setter,? wcroe 6 (Ilr.ch of the voluminous comment on 
the crisis made 110 mention of the UN.) 

nlkl.JlfPS^ 
lil'Iil. .ail nbuf pjiinienj-^ not Cji ~i.^ tjiat^. tht^]Jj]2 n^i^efjiii ie§ .s__ is. ji9Ji j^s._a ~ 
k 2 ni. go i.'_wc r id .Sojf © i^ijarij; , but a s a ^ me d i at o r . ci^cjfiannjl^of 

i!Md.eiti£il Deyoaid such steps as possible General Assembly dis~ 

patch of representatives to define "the nature of 
the So/rot buildup' 7 in Cuba, the Hew York Post suggested, the 
Secroiory- General ' s office "can and should become a catalyst for 
large mediation efforts behind the scenes „" 

A fen days later, after U Thant had gone to Cuba :- o my to 
arrange for international inspection of Soviet raise ile a.cthdraual, 
•die Boston herald declared that ho "has demonstrated that he, as 
spokesman of the world organisation, can moderate betv;oen groat 
enemies as noil as great friends, and by so doing lie has cut out 
a rev role not only for himself but ior the Uih" 

The function of the UN "became one net of em ore lug peace, 
but of facilitating it by means of conciliation and mediation j u 
the Providence Journal commented ( someviliat similarly, Chicago 

Mous> u 

iiiS.i-i ^ebitYallu' r f^- ^rt "can provide .- vent for steam," the Washing tc 

Pest said, and it can ,? give other countries an 
opportunity to make proposals that can offer a face-saving out for 
rival great pouoian 11 

As the Louisville Courier-Journal saa it, the UIP s values 

the honest broker in a situation v'here face must be preserved? 
where tact uas of the oddchcq, and uhere the de fusing that must 
be ecus could rot be left to c)^3 rao great antagonists in the 

as a face-saving agency/' !!e said" "It allousd the Soviets to 

uorle -sriae oroceeanaa as benevolent en ace- menders o" 
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^IlViiyj^'-^iltA-P-U The UN played thi ee parte in the Cuban crisis? 
' /LPT- i -A ) j so i-p t i o n Joseph C. Harsch wrote: 1) "It acted as a poot- 

~ ' office"; 2) "It provided an opportunity or excuse 
for l:ecp.»n£ the line of communication open"; 3) ,: It provides the 
machinery for implementing the agreed settlement ," 

I'h-j.c Sevsreid saw a reminder of the usefulness of the UII, 
"nob in i;ornis of any initial or independent action of Its o»/n, 
but in conns of its capacity to deflect, absorb, justify and 
legalise the actions of the great powers o n 

Jill Ti3P„ATI^M 1 j ,ty_of_ t ;ho i Uil ^cr.ffet .>ho jniss:Ueg_oirb L ef 

kill' '■Ji\iOA9. i lii l? yk£-~ Ji4£^5/>iiills5-_i^ r _il9ir!S o f " t h o s e co mme nti ng <, "" T he 
Baltiraorc Sun, after oppressing a wish that the UN 
had the pouer and the will to effect the removal of Soviet offensive 
uenpous from Cuba and ,: make certain against their return," said: 
"Since we cannot see that today it does, vie must try ether ways, 
with such help as the UnrfceJ. Nations may be able to give*" 

The Chicago Sun-Times no tea. that the u%S government, before 
taking unilateral action to eliminate* the missiles buildup? called 
upon the Uil bo take steps for "the prompt dismantling and with- 
drawer' of offensive weapons from .Cuba "It is doubtful that the 
Uil can take such action with any prospect of success *" the Sun-Times 
said, adsa.uuw M Hi% Kennedy acted wisely and properly, however, in 
first submitting this facet of the problem to the UuV' 

"The Philadelphia Ir-wrirer assorted that "a Communis u l s word 
is i\o word at all and the U-1I cannot guarantee compliance P " At 
cue cud of October, the liew York Herald Tribune said: "It wan not 
the possibility of Uil intervention chat made Khrushchev pronisc 
to carl off his rockets, but the sure loiowleuge" chat the U r 3* was 
pi^ pared to act with force "to remove the military threat c n 

£.-:JL- ; .:\£'Jf:iQ SJli^-n\a_J?X_JuL?^ 

^l^-'.P^ALixirlC j a^iS^ ~ "The (brited~StacVs~has drawni~the 
line, 1 ' the Chicago 'Tribune sziiO.* ! 'To allovj itself now co gee 
fouled up in the tortuous sterilities of U 3 lJ y parliamentary pro- 
cedure or in the billingsgate of Khrushchev would be to retreat *" 

One view was chat the uol was essentially powerless to act 
effectively in such a situaticno The UN "cannot be seriously 
viewed as an accurate reflection of the worla power equation-." 
the V/c?»j.i Street Journal coanr?ntcdo n So it is that when the two 
great powers get on a collision course 3 . the actual sequence of 
events proceeds without much reference to the; Uil * even though 
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there is conslant talk about the UiPs role " If we "place too 
much reliance on the U!I we will bo hampered" in meeting our 
responsibilities, the Uall Street Journal concluded© The 
IndLor.apol in otar, expecting that UIJ action on missile:; dismantle- 
neut would be prevented by Soviet veto, asserted that "after a 
short interval of consultation, the President must move to dis- 
^srtle the citcrjo'' 


Quo:3ticnin.n; the reliability of international inspection 
toons, Hi 1-1 Henry uro. e: ''Judsjiug by the personnel included in 
Trent <e original party which accompanied him to Cuba thero vieren* t 
moio than one or two who would know the difference between a 
guided missile and a kiug-sico cigar" (in Los Angeles Times) « 

'j. 1 j ip _n o 1 i t i o el v ie wp _q f _tb e .not in rr _S ec .re ton y jG Gjie ra^^jwe r c 
v i ewecr vTi to" s'i i*> "s o i oTo h_ by _jig^^ '^'h (j incinnat i Enquirer 

ca'f^rtira traitor ^Frcsidcnt Kennedy^ acted, U Thant asked :-he U S 
"to urt)o what it lied nought to do in the interests of its own 
survival a' He "was strangely silent when the stability of the 
Western Hor.iirrphei'e was being subverted by Castroism," this paper 
saido 

The Chio-vgo Tribune assorted: "Tkant's disposition to parrot 
the Cuban tyrant's Meats about f cove re ignty f coqjosc the secretary 
general as a~ faker or somebody who is childishly naive w " 

Vrorti.'-o At least a f ew^abservcti^J^ejJ.^/e^l J^hat - j;lie.JIH Jiao, 
KubercccV Koi^ir^"pn ]T ofjbhe ~crTsis3/j-]ti* '£ni}&±iG§Q^}L?J±wX"& j '^ 1(3 
---•--•-"----- J b'o^; ton Herald said: "2 lot the" least" signify cent result 
of the Cuban crisis has been the restoration of the pi^ostigc of ^ 
the United lia tiers as a rcs.ee -beeping force c r ' it concluded that 
in future dieoutes' Hooeow and Washington may turn to the Secretary- 
General "first instead of last," and if they do "the viorld will be 
a mere secure place in which to live©" 

To the Kansas City Tiroes, it appeared "likely that the United 
Iks'- ions ray cere out of this business with enhanced prestige* 
thanks largely i'v the yeoman work of its acting secretary-general a " 

AlktASoADOH r r 'AVAi:50h AwD THE CUBAU CTTCS1S 

Are; meSor -Stevens nj Sahara] : w rs^pfM;bo_. Cllb^n^cijr j'-^s ja^the 
sk] L r b'.;r rt r y vA sk vnsirrr Vor J^r^ i'rp. e'eiuTres^^an^ 

TJfc'u^uc^ lir e 'Stevorisoa' s "current, 

h'ir.hJv effective clashes with the Hussions" in the Security 
CoH-urUj said "he has been irrusurlly effective, especially as his 
^''■eto-- re st.aved assy from the faniiiar eloquent but sometimes 
too-subtle- Stevensonisn styloo" Scripps-!icward ? s U Do rriedsnserr; 
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wrote: "!!c is speaking with bis accustomed skill and eloquence-- 
plus row fireo" 

Edward Bemiett Williams characterised Ambassador Stevenson 
as :, a mern.if ioent advocate T trying one of the most important cases 
in modern history,," The Philadelphia Inquirer expressed belief 
that lie "did a magnificent job of stating the American case in the 
Ci'i.jiL iiiir:si.lc debr ':.e„c*and even better in his gj ashing attack on 
the Russian pesii on and the fumbling deceptions of Soviet Ambassa- 
dor nor in," 

liven the usually critical Chicago Tribune said: "His eloquent , 
fiery, and effective presentation of the case of the United States 
conocrn.3 nf; the treachery and deadline as of the Soviet Fissile and 
bomber buildup in Cuba was wholly admirable,,'' This paper inter- 
preted "Mr,. Stevenson's uordOoo.as evidence of a change of mind and 
heart in the Kennedy administration." 

Others used such terms as " strong and reasoned" (Ilax Lemer) s 
"power on 1 ardor" (N.Y. Herold Tribune) < "bast performance since 
lie too!;. h«.rj job at the U H." (Time magazine) * The Uatertown Times 
said: "Hone other* * rcouid have poured on the coal and built up a 
heed of si; cam bo equal Stevenson' Sc" The Cleveland Plain Dealer 
referred to his "stinging attack." and said that his "poise, 
dictj.021 end choice of words never were bottero" 

Holding that "he earned for himself and the cause of freedom 
a now dimension of respect ^" Seripps-Howard* s Ue.shingtoii liens said: 
"Always lucid, ever eloquent. Ambassador Stevenson, prove 1 before 
th.e united Ilatior.s that he is also a touch- and aggressive advocate, 
qivi cl: to probe the weakness of a lie and to demolish it w; til proof " 

SOUTH AFRICA 

T [i e do c e r n i '• ) ed A fro -Ail-', vii- ul'AYfL .for... axr uls ion jpf _ . the. Jiejaubl ic 
of r^oVrtirVr^vica"" f rolii' tho""uir'and.' ijnpos..L^ipi0^1^9J?12llQia-U>.- sanction** 
'c^rrrod's'trorr: oditovjaljojpnosjiiipj^„ '"ndorsmg the U 5, vote 
Brain'st "" the" 'reso^Ui'ticn in the General Assembly, observers voiced 
"revulsion" toward apartheid, bub insisted that to eject South 
Africa from the UII would be "contrary to tho spirit of the Charter 
awl bad policy, in e^iory way" (e c go Boston Herald; Nolo Times, 
hash,. Post) ♦ 

To establish the precedent that a sovereign state can be 
evicted from the UII because the majority disagrees with its policy 
roue 1 "underline the organisation's near .universality" and 5 'soon 
bring "he Uif to its end"," they warned 'e go* Milwaukee Journal* 
Christian Century). A number stressed the "inconsistency" of the 
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